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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 5-6, 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 5 recites "the side" in line 7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claim 12 recites "the long axis" in line 9. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 12, it is unclear what is meant by the recited "long axis" of the 
second shaft. 

Claim 13 recites "the parallel linkage" in lines 2-3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites "a second shaft" in line 5. It is unclear if this second shaft is the 
same or different from the previously recited "a second shaft" in claim 12. 

Claim 14 recites "an axis of the second shaft". It is unclear if this axis is the 
same or different from the previously recited "long axis of the second shaft" in claim 12. 

Claim 16 recites "the size" in line 8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 
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Regarding claim 16, it is unclear what is meant by the recited "translating unit 
providing an opening smaller than the size of the banknote between the storing 
position and the holding board member". Is this the width, length or thickness of the 
banknote? 

Regarding claim 17, it is unclear what is meant by the recited "whereby 
movement of the driven lever will provide a driving force to the parallel linkage assembly 
to move the banknote, will vary the driving force depending on the amount of 
banknotes that are already in the banknote safe." What will vary the driving force? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1, 3 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0175463 (Abe et al.). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
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the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim 1 , Figs. 15-25 show a compact driving unit for an automatic 
banknote receiving and storing unit, including 

a chassis (including 201a, 201 L and 201 R); 

a banknote accepting unit (202) for accepting a banknote (b), the banknote 
accepting unit (202) being mounted in the chassis (including 201a, 201 L and 201 R); 

a safe unit (203) for retaining accepted banknotes (b), the safe unit (203) 
including a banknote storing section (near 234), the safe unit (203) being mounted 
within and removable from the chassis (including 201a, 201 L and 201 R) (see, e.g., 
numbered paragraph [0066]); 

a transporting unit (including 235, 223R, 224R, 229R, 273R, 285, 282, 252R and 
253) for moving an accepted banknote (b) from the banknote accepting unit (202) to a 
position adjacent the banknote storing section (near 234)(i.e., the elements of 235 and 
element 253 both cause the accepted banknote to move as claimed), the transporting 
unit having a driving crank (including 229R) with a driver (lower portion of 229R) 
mounted on the chassis, the transporting unit being mounted within and removable from 
the chassis (including 201a, 201L and 201R) (see, e.g., Figs. 15, 20 and 21); 

a translating unit (including 256), operatively connected to the transporting unit, 
for non-rotationally displacing a pushing board (256) to move an accepted banknote (b) 
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to a position within the banknote storing section (near 234) (see, e.g., Figs. 22 and 24); 
and 

a driving lever (vertically extending portion to the right of 274R in Fig. 19) for 
operatively exerting a force on the pushing board (256) of the translating unit (including 
256), the driving lever being driven by the transporting unit driving crank and driver 
(lower portion of 229R). 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 15-25 show that the translating unit (including 256) 
includes the pushing board (256) and a parallel linkage.assembly. 

Regarding claim 16, Figs. 15-25 show a banknote safe (including 203) for 
removable mounting in a banknote receiving and storing unit that receives a banknote 
and transports the banknote to the banknote safe (including 203) for storage, 
comprising: 

a case member (including 201 and 202) having a receiving slot (202e) for 
receiving the banknote (b); 

a translating unit (including all elements (e.g., 235 and 253) that move the bill 
from 202e to the position identified by reference numeral 245) in the case member 
(including 201 and 202) for moving the banknote into the case member from the 
receiving slot (202e) to a storage position (245); 

a holding board member (234) that is biased towards the storing position (245) of 
the banknote, the translating unit providing an opening (between 256 and 234) smaller 
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than the size of the banknote (i.e., smaller than the length of the banknote) between the 
storing position (245) and the holding board member (234). In other words, the space 
(245) between element (234) and element (256) is smaller than the length of the bill (b). 

Also, there is a pushing board (256) of a size to pass through the translating unit 
opening to translate the banknote (b) from the storing position (245) towards the holding 
board member (234); and 

a parallel linkage assembly (including 259a and 259b) for moving the pushing 
board (256) linearly through the translating unit opening to operatively position the 
banknote (b) against the bias of the holding board (234). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 02/21/2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. With regard to the prior art claim rejections, applicant argues, 
"Attached hereto is a verified English translation of our Japanese Priority Document, 
along with a certified copy of the priority Document, which establishes a filing date of 
September 9, 2002 to thereby moot the Abe reference as prior art." 

While this perfection of priority overcomes the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(a), 
this priority does not overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) of the previous 
Office Action. The filing date of U.S. Patent Publication No. 20020175463 (Abe et al.) is 
April 25, 2002, which is prior to applicants filing date of September 9, 2002. Thus, 
claims 1, 3 and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). Applicant's amendments 
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have overcome some of the prior art rejections, as indicated in the Allowable Subject 
Matter section below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 7-1 1 are allowed. Claims 2 and 4 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Claims 5-6, 12-15 and 17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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